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of that, there is little consistency in how
the vendors list their specifications — if
they actually know what they are. This
constitutes a huge problem for an indus-
try growing at such a rapid pace.

The DPL system provides a simple
way of determining the actual Digital
Performance Level of an HDMI cable or
an accessory. Cables from a random
sampling of products purchased from a
variety of sources, are tested several
times each year.

“We will present a detailed engineer-
ing report to the participating vendors on
how their cables perform in real life,”
Boccaccio says. “This way, they can con-
firm what they think they are selling. We
are committed to providing them reliable
and reproducible test results so they can
learn where they need to improve. Even-
tually, the market will force everyone to
take care of their problems.”

All that is needed, it seems, is for the
manufacturers of HDMI products to get
on board. ADI says its primary vendors
are interested, and several have already
lined up.

Ethereal Home Theater is ready for

the test. “The performance ranking sys-
tem will clearly separate the level of
integrity between the high and low qual-
ity products,” says chief operating officer
Bill Fornino. “We are eager to get our
products through the testing process and
to show our stripes.” !

Derek R. Flickinger is v ice president 
of R & D for Interactive Homes Inc.,
www.InteractiveHomesInc.com.

The eye pattern, which shows the baseband 
transmission quality of a digital signal, is one of
the myriad tests performed in the DPL ranking
system. The image here indicates an error-free dig-
ital transmission. Ethereal provided this result for
its two-meter EXS Silver Series, the EXS-HDMI2. 

For Video Geeks: The Tech Behind HDMI Testing
There are many aspects influencing the perform-
ance of any given HDMI cable or accessory, such as
an HDMI switch or distribution device. Put your
geek glasses on! The following represents just a
few of the measured elements that comprise the
Digital Performance Level (DPL) ranking system:

" Bandwidth — The ability to move all of the data
bits through an HDMI Version 1.3a Category 2
cable requires 10.2 Gigabits per second. Low
bandwidth decreases the available resolution
and or the color depth.

" Capacitance/Dielectric loss — High capaci-
tance and dielectric loss causes video frequency
response issues and corrupted data on the data
communication channels (DDC).

" Current for the supply line — The current
required to pass the hot plug and EDID informa-
tion between the source and the display. A weak
current causes this handshaking to fail.

" Display Data Channel Corruption — EDID and
HDCP data are passed as part of the constant
handshaking process between the source and
the display. DDC data corruption is the largest
cause of the connection having problems or not
working at all.

" DDC-I2C (Inter-Integrated Circuit) — The electri-
cal communications channel for EDID and HDCP. The
clock signals used for the data transfers must match
the timing of the data precisely.

" Delay — The timing of the serialized signals
varies for the individual conductors within an
HDMI cable. If these individual delays fall out-
side of the “wiggle room” for the specification,
the clock timing fails to operate correctly and
failures occur.

" Eye Pattern — The “Eye” pattern visually
depicts the electrical characteristics of the
entire data transmission: output voltage, fre-

quency response, jitter, noise, timing and even
the probability of its working well. It is a good
indicator of the overall quality of a cable and
how well it will actually work.

" Impedance — Produces a perfect non-reflective
transmission line. Load impedance must match the
HDMI impedance of 100 ohms.

" Intra Pair Skew — The precision of the twists
of the individual wires within the cable. Bit
errors occur if one wire ends up being the slight-
est bit longer than another.

" Inter Pair Skew — The timing between each of
the balanced pairs of wires within the cable.
Again, if the signal of one pair arrives even the
tiniest bit later than another, it could destroy
the signal.

" Jitter — Changes in the timing of the signals
over time.  This is measured in picoseconds and
has a very low tolerance.

When thinking about the CEDIA Expo, 
CEDIAnews.com should be your first destina-
tion for learning about new products and plan-
ning your trip to Denver. CEDIAnews.com is
the only site that features exclusive late-break-
ing news, and provides one-click access to key
information, such as show floor maps and the
party schedule.

Check CEDIAnews.com … often.
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